
1 
 

Plainfield Public School District 
 

 

 

 
Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

 

Grade/Course 1st Grade 
Unit of Study 1 

Pacing  5-7 Weeks 
Unit Overview      In this unit, students will focus on reading realistic fiction 

literature and composing narratives.  By the end of the unit students 
should have a better understanding on ow to use illustrations and 
key details to describe characters, setting, and major events in 
stories.  Additionally students will demonstrate the understanding 
and basic organization of print including capitalizing words at the 
beginning of a sentence, and placing the correct punctuation the 
end of a sentence.  They will demonstrate an understanding of 
spoken words, syllables, and sounds.  By the end of the unit 
students will complete a personal narrative which will meet writing 
portfolio requirement # 1, Narrative (W.1.3), or # 5 Choice (W.1.3).   
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UNIT STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature 

RL.1.3     Describe characters, settings, and major event(s) in a story, using  
               key details 

 
Reading Foundational Skills 

RF.1.1     Demonstrate mastery of the organization and basic features 
                of  print including those listed under Kindergarten foundation   
                skills. 
RF.1.1.a   Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g.,  

      first word, capitalization, ending punctuation). 
RF.1.2     Demonstrate mastery of spoken words, syllables, and   
                sounds (phonemes) by using knowledge that every syllable must  
                have a vowel sound to determine the number of syllables in a  
                printed word. 
RF.1.2.a  Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single- 
                syllable words 
RF.1.2.b  Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds  
                (phonemes), including consonant blends. 
RF.1.2.c  Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds  
                (phonemes) in spoken single-syllable words. 

 
Writing 

W.1.3      Write narratives in which they recount 2 or more appropriately  
               sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, 
               use  temporal  words to signal event order, and provide some  
               sense of closure.  

 
 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature 

RL.1.1     Ask and answer questions about key details in a text 
RL.1.7     Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting,  
               or events. 

 
Reading Informational Text 
            RI.1.7 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas 

 
 
Reading Foundations 
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RF.1.3      Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding  words 

 RF.1.3.b Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

 RF.1.3.d Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled 
one-syllable words 

 RF.1.3.g Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 
 

RF.1.4     Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.    

 RF.1.4.a Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 

 RF.1.4.b Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings. 

 RF.1.4.c Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 
understanding, rereading as necessary. 

 
Writing 

W.1.8       With guidance and support from adults, recall information from 
experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.   

Speaking and Listening 
SL.1.1     Participate in collaborative conversation with diverse partners about 
grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 SL.1.1.a Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under  
discussion). 

 SL.1.1.b Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the 
comments of others through multiple exchanges. 

 SL.1.1.c Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and 
texts under discussion. 

SL.1.5     Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate 
to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.  

 
Language 

L.1.1       Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 

 L.1.1.a Print all upper and lower case letters 

 L.1.1.e Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future (e.g. 
Yesterday I walked home; Today I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk home). 

 L.1.1.f Use frequently occurring adjectives. 
L.1.2       Demonstrate the command of the conventions of standard English  
               capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 L.1.2.a Capitalize dates and names of people. 

 L.1.2.b Use end punctuation for sentences. 

 L.1.2.d Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns 
and for frequently occurring irregular words. 

 L.1.2.e Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic and 
spelling conventions. 
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L.1.6       Use word and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and 
being read to, and responding to texts, including using frequently recurring  
conjunctions to signal simple relationships (e.g., I named my hamster Nibblet  
because she nibbles too much because she likes that.)  

 “UNWRAPPED” District Power Standards 

DISTRICT POWER STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature 

RL.1.3   DESCRIBE characters, settings, and major event(s) in a story, USING 
              key details. 

 
 

Reading Foundational Skills 
RF.1.1:  DEMONSTRATE mastery of the organization and basic features of print  
              including those listed under Kindergarten foundation skills. 
RF.1.2:  DEMONSTRATE mastery of spoken words, syllables, and sounds  
              (phonemes) by USING knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel  
              sound to DETERMINE the number of syllables in a printed word. 

Writing 
W.1.3:  WRITE narratives in which they RECOUNT two or more appropriately  
             sequenced events, INCLUDE some details regarding what happened,    
             USE  temporal words to signal event order, and PROVIDE some sense  
             of closure. 

 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to 

do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.1.3 

DESCRIBE 
 
 
USING 

characters, setting, and major event(s) 
in a story 
 
key details 

2-3 

   Students Know: 

 A character is a person or creature within a story. 
 A major event is something important that happens in a story. 
 A setting can be described based on the time and place. 
 A key detail is a piece of information in a text that aids in comprehension of the 

text. 
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  Students Can: 

 Describe a character using his/her traits, feelings, actions, thoughts, and 
interactions. 

 Describe a setting in a story using key details. 
 Describe major events in a story using key details. 

 

POWER STANDARD:  RF.1.1 

Demonstrate mastery of the organization and basic 
features of print including those listed 
under Kindergarten foundation skills. 
 
 

2 

POWER STANDARD:  RF.1.2 

Demonstrate 
 
 
Using 
 
 
Determine 

mastery of spoken words, syllables, 
and sounds (phonemes) by 
 
knowledge that every syllable must 
have a vowel sound to  
 
the number of syllables in a printed 
word. 
 

2 

POWER STANDARD:  W.1.3 

Write 
 
Recount 
 
 
Include 
 
 
Use 
 
 
Provide 

Narratives 
 
two or more appropriately sequenced 
events 
 
some details regarding what happened 
 
temporal words to signal event order 
 
 
 
some sense of closure 
 
 

3-4 

Students Know: 

 A narrative piece tells a story, real or imagined. 
 Sequenced events have a beginning, a middle, and an ending.  
 Details are used to show what happened in a story. 
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 Temporal words are phrases that show the passage of time (e.g., after a while, in 
the morning). 

 Closure is how an author ends their writing. 

Students Can: 

 Choose temporal words that provide appropriate transitions or build the 
sequence of events. 

 Compose a narrative piece, real or imagined, with sequenced events and 
temporal words. 

 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

characters 

setting 

major events 

illustrations 

key details 

describe 

traits 

sentence 

capitals 

ending punctuation 

syllables 

long vowels 

short vowels 

initial sounds 

medial sounds 

final sounds 

blends (clusters and digraphs) 

describe 

sequence 

narrative 

temporal (time/sequence words) 

closure 

strategy 

 

decoding 

inflectional endings 

fluency 

comprehension 

conversation 

self-correct 

recall 

gather 

topics 

uppercase 

lowercase 

verbs 

past 

present 

future 

adjectives 
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Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

1. Why is it important to use key 
details when you describe 
characters, setting, and major 
events in a story? 

 
 
2. What do you need to do when you 

write a sentence? 
 
 
3. What strategies can you use to help 

you read a word? 
 
 
 

1. Using key details from the story to 
describe the characters, setting, 
and major events helps you to 
understand the story.   

 
 
2. When you write a sentence you 

need to capitalize the first word and 
end with a punctuation mark.  

 
3. You can sound out the beginning, 

middle, and ending sounds to help 
you read a word. 
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Unit Assessments 
 

Pre-Assessment 
Plainfield Public Schools Unit Assessment 

 

Post-Assessment 
 

 
Unit Assessment 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 
 

 
Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
See Unit Assessment Planner 

 
 
 

 

 
Engaging Learning Experiences 

 
Engaging Scenario 

  
Great news!  The first graders at your school have been selected by the principal to 

design the beginning of the school year bulletin board. The principal wants you to create a 

bulletin board that tells about your hopes and dreams for the upcoming school year. The 

first grade students will have a chance to show off their writing skills and all visitors to the 

school will have the opportunity to see your work! Are you ready to be a published 

author? 

 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 
Task 1: Book Talk  
           You will read a story and discuss important events 
 
 
Task 2:  Partner Talk 
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Work with a partner and share your experiences from last year and what you would 
most like to happen in the upcoming year. 

  
Task 3:  Create a Story Map 

 
Create a story map to help you with your writing  

 
 
Task 4:  Be an Author 

 
Write a personal narrative about your hopes and wishes for this school year.  

 
Task 5:  Author’s Chair 
 

Share your story with your class 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards:   
 
Reading Literature 

RL.1.3 
 
 
Additional Standards:   
          SL.1.1, SL.1.2, SL.1.3 
 
Note to teacher: If the book listed below is not available you may select a similar book with 
that pertains to starting school. The book below is a Reading Wonders big book for grade 
1. In the resource section, at the end of this unit, additional suggested book titles are 
listed.  
  
TASK 1 Detailed:  Book Talk   
 

1. Students, you will listen to a story called “This School Year Will Be the Best!” 
(or a similar book about first grade) 
I want you to listen to the story and think about the characters and important 
things that happen in the story. I will ask you to share some responses with 
your partner at the end of the reading.  (read story) 
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2. Turn to your partner and tell them some of the important things that 
happened in the story you just read.  Discuss the setting of the story. Where 
did some of the events occur?  Who were the characters in the story? 

3. Now that you have had a chance to discuss the story with your partner let’s 
chart the characters, setting, and major events. (Teacher charts responses). 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
 

 Retold 
several major 
events  

 

 Identified 
more than 
one setting 

 
 

 

 Contributed to 
partner 
discussion 

 Correctly 
identified some 
characters in 
the story 

 Identified at 
least 1 setting 

 Retold a major 
event using 
details 

 
 

 
 

 Meets 3 of the 
“Proficient” criteria 
 

 
 

 Meets fewer than  
3of the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Power Standards:   
 
Reading Foundations 
 

RF.1.1, RF.1.2 
 
Additional Standards:   

SL.1.1, SL.1.2, SL.1.3, W.1.8 
 

Note to teacher:  In order to address this standard it is suggested that you chart responses 
through a shared writing or interactive writing with students. Point out basic features of 
print as you record responses (first word, capitalization, ending punctuation) 
 

TASK 2 Detailed:  Partner Talk   

 We just listened to a story about some things the characters hoped they would do 
in school this year.  I want you to think about your experiences last year in 
kindergarten. Remember to use the rules for discussion that we have been talking 
about With your partner discuss some of the following questions: 
        

What was your favorite thing to do in school last year? 
What was the hardest thing about school last year? 
 
(after partner talk share out and chart responses) 

 
Now discuss with your partner the following questions: 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections  
Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #1 

 Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

√   Other 

                    SL.1.1 

SL.1.5 
W.1.8 
6.6.2.A.1 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

√ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

√ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

√ Flexibility and Adaptability 
√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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What is something you are really looking forward to this year? 
What is a hope or a goal you have for this year in first grade? 

 

 Write down a hope or a wish you have for this year. You may draw a picture to go 
along with your response. 

 

 

 
Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 
4 3 

 
2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 

 All letters are 
written 
correctly 

 

 Most letters 
are written 
correctly 

 Student 
identified a 
hope or wish 
for this coming 
school year. 

 Student used 
phonetic 
spelling in 
writing 

 Contributed to 
partner 
discussion 

 
 

 Meets 3_ of the 
“Proficient” criteria 
 

 
 

 Meets fewer than 3 
of the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Performance Task # 3 
In Detail 

Interdisciplinary Connections  
Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 

 Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

√   Other 

                    W.1.8 
                    L.1.1 
                    L.1.2 
                    L.1.6 
                    SL.1.5 
                    6.6.2.A.1 
 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

√ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

√ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

√ Flexibility and Adaptability 
√Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Power Standards: 
 
Writing 

W.1.3 

 
Additional Standards 
 

W.1.8, L.1.1, L.1.2, L.1.6, SL.1.5 
 
Note to teacher: Model the steps to completing the graphic organizer/story map prior to having students 
complete the task.  This standard requires students to recount two sequenced events using temporal words.  

 
Task 3 Detailed:  Create a story map.   
 

 Your teacher will model how to complete the story map using details with the entire 
class 

 Students, now you are going to think about something you did last year and 
something you hope to do this year and fill in your story map.   

 You will be using this story map to help you write your personal narrative.  
Remember to use details. 

 
 
Suggested story map stems: 
 
Last year I __________ (favorite thing or hardest thing thing).  Why? (detail) 

This year I hope _________. Why? (detail) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Performance Task # 5 
In Detail 

Interdisciplinary Connections  
Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 
4 3 

 
2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 All letters are 
written 
correctly 

 Student spells 
most words 
correctly 

 Student 
completed 
task 
independently 

 

 Student 
completed story 
map listing at 
least 1 event 
from last year 
and 1 hope for 
this year. 

 Student used 
temporal words. 

 Most letters 
were written 
correctly 

 Student used 
capital letters 
and end 
punctuation. 

 Meets _3__ of 
the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer 
than _3_ of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

√   Other 

                   6.6.2.A.1 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√  Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

√  Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 
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Power Standards: 
 

W.1.3  

RF.1.1, RF.1.2 
 

Additional Standards 
 
 

 W.1.8,RF.1.3 L.1.1a, L.1.2b, L.1.2d, L.1.2.e, SL.1.1, SL.1.2, SL.1.3 
 
 
Note to teacher:  Prior to implementing this task provide several mini-lessons on writing a personal narrative. 
Lessons should include sequence, details, use of temporal words, and closure. After the mini-lessons and 
modeling is completed, place anchor charts around the classroom for students to refer to when writing. See 
resources for suggested anchor charts. 
 
Task 4 Detailed:  Be an Author.  Students now you will use the information on your story 
map to help you write your personal narrative. Your personal narrative will tell the reader 
about an experience from last year and a goal or a hope you have for this year. 
Remember to add details to your writing.  
  

 Remember that your story should have a beginning, middle, and end  

 You should also use details to help tell your story 

 Don’t forget to draw an illustration to go with your story 

 Make sure you start a sentence with a capital letter and use end punctuation marks. 
 
As you write your story consider the following questions: 

 How did you feel last year and how do you feel about beginning first grade this 
year? (details) 

 Did I add enough details so readers can understand? (elaborate on event) 

 Have I used words such as today, first, then, and last to make events clear? 

 How does my story end? 

 When I reread my story, does it make sense? 
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Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Student spells 
most words 
correctly 

 Student takes 
compositional 
risks (voice, 
tone, figurative 
language) 

 
 

 Student uses 
capitals and end 
punctuation 
where 
appropriate 

 Story has a 
logical 
sequence of 2 
events 

 uses temporal 
words to signal 
event order 

 uses details  

 uses phonetic 
spelling 

 Meets 3-4 of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
3 of the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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District Power Standards: 
 
Reading Foundations 
 

RF.1.1 
RF.1.2 

 
Additional Standards 
 

SL.1.1, SL.1.4, SL.1.5,  
 
Task 5 Detailed: 
 
Task 5 Detailed:  Author’s Chair.  Students, now you will share your stories with the 
class.   
 
Remember, during the Author’s Chair you will sit quietly and listen to the speaker share 
their story. At the end of the sharing you will have the chance to ask questions or make 
comments. Some response stems might include: 
 

I was wondering… 
          The beginning or ending got my attention because… 

I like the part where… 
One question I have is… 
One suggestion I have is… 

 
Performance Task # 5 Scoring Guide 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections  
Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 

   Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

√   Other 

                      6.6.2.A.1 
 
  
 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√ Curiosity and Imagination 
√ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Student reads 
story 
independently 

 Student uses 
some 
intonation 
during 
reading 
 

 Student reads story to 
class with teacher 
support, if needed 

 Student reads actual 
text from paper (not 
from imagination) 

 Student speaks clearly  

 Student observes 
punctuation marks 
 
 

 Meets __2-3_ 
of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_2_ of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections  
Specific to Task #5 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #5 
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Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

❑ Identifying Similarities and Differences 

√ Summarizing and Note Taking 
√ Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑ Homework and Practice 

❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 

√ Cooperative Learning 
√ Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

√ Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

❑ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

√   Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑  Initiative and Leadership 

√   Curiosity and Imagination 
√   Innovation and Creativity  

❑  Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

√   Flexibility and Adaptability 
√   Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑  Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑  Other 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Differentiation 
Strategies 
(Additional 
Supports + 

Enrichment) 

Intervention 
Strategies 

(Tiers 1, 2, 3) 

Specially Designed 
Instruction for 

Special Education 
Students 

Strategies for 
English Language 

Learners 

   Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

√   Other 

                     6.6.2.A.1 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

√Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√ Curiosity and Imagination 
√ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

√ Flexibility and Adaptability 
√Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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-Think Alouds 

 Students read 
text aloud. As 
they read they 
pause to 
discuss what 
was read. 

-Say Something 

 Students read 
text aloud in 
portions. They 
pause to all 
“say 
something” 
about the text. 

-Guided Questions 

 Who? When? 
Where? What? 
Why? 
Questions 
asked on the 
level of the 
students 
understanding.  

 
Enrichment: 

 Pick higher 
level books  

 Choose higher 
level guided 
questions 

 

-Use multimodality 
resources that go 
beyond print: 

 Images 

 Animation 

 Sound/music 

 Performance 
-Think Alouds 

 Students read 
text aloud. As 
they read they 
pause to 
discuss what 
was read. 

-Say Something 

 Students read 
text aloud in 
portions. They 
pause to all 
“say 
something” 
about the text. 

-Guided Questions 

 Who? When? 
Where? What? 
Why? 
Questions 
asked on the 
level of the 
students 
understanding.  

 

-Review I.E.P. to 
develop specific 
interventions and 
strategies for those 
students with Special 
Needs 
 
-Below are some 
suggestions: 

 Alter the 
environment to 
provide low-
distraction 
work areas. 

 Break 
assignment 
into short, 
sequential 
steps. 

 Create a safe 
environment 
for learning by 
employing 
effective 
motivational 
techniques. 

 
 
 

-Visual Associations: 

 Vocabulary 
Center 

 Marzano’s 
Vocabulary 
with squares 
diagram 

 Reread to 
reinforce 
vocabulary 

 Use pictures to 
go with 
vocabulary 

-Small group 
instruction or work: 

 Hear thought 
provoking 
questions to 
promote 
interaction. 

 Do follow up 
activities using 
different 
formats and 
materials. 

 Use graphic 
organizer. 
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Instructional Resources and Materials 
 

Physical Technology-Based 

 

  

 This School Year Will Be the 
Best!, by Kay Winters 
(Reading Wonders) 

 First Grade Jitters, Robert 
Quackenbush 

 Brand-new Pencils, Brand-
new Books (Gilbert and 
Friends), by Diane deGroat 

 The Night Before First Grade, 
by Natasha Wing 

 Louise the Big Cheese and the 
Back to School Smarty Pants! 
by Elise Primavera for 
teaching temporal words 

 Would I Ever Lie to You? by 
Caralyn Buehner for teaching 
personal narratives 

 Lucy Calkins Unit 1:  Small 
Moments, sessions 1-20 

 

Wonders Resources: 

Stories about class trips 

Character map 

 

Reading/Writing Workshop: 

Unit 2: Good Job, Ben! 14-25, Cubs 
in a Hut 34-45, Thump Thump Helps 
Out 74-85 

Unit 3: Nate the Snake is Late 14-25 

 
http://www.readingrockets.org/content/pdfs/transition
%20words.pdf 
(transition word list-possible ideas for anchor chart) 
 
 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-
teaching/2014/03/graphic-organizers-personal-
narratives 

(graphic organizers for personal narrative and 

anchor charts for Task 3 & 4) 

 
http://learningtoteachintherain.blogspot.com/2014_08_
01_archive.html 
(Task 4-setting up an author’s chair and an sample 
anchor chart for response stems) 
 
http://teachingmyfriends.blogspot.com/2013/08/author
s-chair-share-chair.html 
(ideas for author’s chair) 
 

 
http://www.kaywinters.com/author_visits.htm 
(about the author and to schedule a visit) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.readingrockets.org/content/pdfs/transition%20words.pdf
http://www.readingrockets.org/content/pdfs/transition%20words.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2014/03/graphic-organizers-personal-narratives
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2014/03/graphic-organizers-personal-narratives
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2014/03/graphic-organizers-personal-narratives
http://learningtoteachintherain.blogspot.com/2014_08_01_archive.html
http://learningtoteachintherain.blogspot.com/2014_08_01_archive.html
http://teachingmyfriends.blogspot.com/2013/08/authors-chair-share-chair.html
http://teachingmyfriends.blogspot.com/2013/08/authors-chair-share-chair.html
http://www.kaywinters.com/author_visits.htm
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Unit 5: A Barn Full of Hats 120-131 

 

Literature Anthology: 

Unit 2: Nell’s Books 64-81 

Unit 3: The Big Yuca Plant 45 

Unit 4: Hi! Fly Guy 92-125 

Unit 5: A Lost Button 140-155  

 

 Personal narrative 

Reading/Writing Workshop: 

Unit 1: Readers to Writers 26-27, 86-
87, 106-107 

Unit 6: Readers to Writers 274-275, 
294-295 

Literature Anthology: 

Unit 4: Hi! Fly Guy 124 
 
Lucy Calkins Units of Study 
Small Moments-Narrative Writing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lesson Suggestions to Support Tasks 

 

 Model note-taking by using boxes and bullets. 

 Help students understand the setting refers to both where (city, country, in school, at 
home, and so on) and when (time of day or season) 

 Engage students in interactive and shared writing. 

 Confer with students as they read and write to reinforce concepts of print 

 Model how to research internet sites. 

 Create a list of safe and approved sites to research (Use websites listed above).  

 Model how to complete a graphic organizer as a shared writing activity. 

 Review a mentor text that shows an effective informational writing piece. 

 Model how to use completed graphic organizer to draft their writing piece. 

 Model how to type using specific formats. 

 Model how to insert graphs, pictures and/or diagrams. 

 Use a storyboard to help students move from one part of their event to the next: One 
time___________. Next_________. Then___________. Lastly_________. To make a 
storyboard, divide a blank sheet of paper into quadrants. At the top left-hand corner of 
each section, write one of the prompts in sequential order-Frist, Next, Then, and Lastly. 

 As you share books, call students’ attention to the temporal words. Highlight these 
words with sticky notes and write them on a chart to remind students to include them in 
their written narratives. 
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To help students identify the characters, setting, and major events in a story: 

 Read aloud and share texts whose story elements and/or organization are 

straightforward and a good fit with the story elements you’re highlighting.  Look for 

traditionally organized stories, such as “The Three Billy Goats Gruff” and Rosemary 

Wells’s Timothy Goes to School, and use story map graphic organizers to chart the 

stories’ development (www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion). 

 

 Make a list of all the characters in a story and determine which is the main character 

and which ones play more of a supporting role.  Elicit from students why they 

categorize the characters as they do, and direct them back to the text for evidence. 

 

 Create character webs to help students identify what the main and supporting 

characters are like, how they feel, and what motivates them to behave in certain ways.  

As students read the text, help them draw connections between the characters, for 

example, between the hardworking Little Red Hen and the lazy Dog, Duck, and Pig.  

Help students identify how the Little Red Hen’s request for help and Dog’s, Duck’s, and 

Pig’s refusal to help lead her to act as she does at the end.  

 

 Help students understand that setting refers to both where (city, country, in school, at 

home, and so on) and when (time of day or season) a story takes place.  This also 

includes the geographic and/or historical location of the story.  Help students keep track 

of any changes in the setting of the story and help them identify the words the author 

uses to alert them to such changes. 

 

RL.1.3 

To help students describe and explain how characters respond to major events and 

challenges: 

 Have students identify the wants or needs of key characters and parts of the story 

where their various wants and needs conflict.  Examine what those conflicts reveal 

about the characters. 

 

 On a second reading, build a major events (plot) map with students to record the most 

important happenings.  Illustrate how a plot builds.  Have students identify the turning 

point in the story.  Lead them in a discussion of what came before and after 

(www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion). 

 

 As you read a picture book a second time, invite students to hold up yellow sticky notes 

to signal major moments in the story.  Pause to have them examine the illustration that 

depicts the scene and describe how the character is behaving, and why.  Continue this 

http://www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion
http://www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion
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activity until the story’s end.  Help them notice whether or not characters typically act in 

certain ways. 

 

 Create a three-column chart with students that you can add to over the year, listing the 

main character’s name, a personality trait, and whether or not the character changes by 

the end of story.  Doing so helps children see that in some stories the main character 

does change, while in others the author has the character stay the same on purpose 

(e.g., Curious George, Amelia Bedelia, Judy Moody, Clifford, Spinky in Spinky Sulks). 

 

To help students describe how individuals, events, ideas, and pieces of information 

relate to one another: 

 Select a portion of a text and model how you absorb each sentence, noticing when two 

things connect in a particularly striking, important way.  (For example, in a book about 

rain forest animals, you might note the connection between a parrot’s brightly colored 

feathers, camouflage, and the concept of predator/prey.  In a biography of Jackie 

Robinson, Robinson and the owner of the Brooklyn Dodgers, Branch Rickey, have a 

significant connection because Rickey dared to break the Major League Baseball color 

barrier by allowing Robinson to play.) 

 

 Help students identify language that lets them know two pieces of information, ideas, 

concepts, or events are being compared (but, however, in contrast, versus).  Likewise, 

help them identify words that signal the information is organized in a sequence (first, 

next, and then). 

 

To help students describe the connection between historical events, scientific ideas or 

concepts, or steps in technical procedures: 

 Help students determine why something happened as it did.  This will help them begin 

to identify cause/effect relationships between concepts, people, and events. 

 

 Gather a few texts that offer different and clear examples of signal words. Read the 

texts and chart the signal words, posting them on the wall for student reference.  For 

example, some authors use timelines, dates, numbered steps, and words like first, 

second, next, last, most important, and years ago. 

 

To help your English language learners, try this: 

 Guide a small group of students through a basic story in which the story elements are 

obvious and unambiguous.  If students don’t each have their own copy of the story, use 
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an enlarged text.  Wordless books offer students the opportunity to focus on the story 

elements shown in the illustrations. 

 

 Provide students with a story structure graphic organizer and have them discuss the 

story elements and fill them in as you or they read.  For nonfiction text, use a graphic 

organizer that matches the text structure and fill in the organizer as you read or discuss 

the text. 

 

Make certain students understand the academic vocabulary you’re using, such as main 
character, problem, and resolution, and for nonfiction text, main idea and details 
 
 

W.1.3 

To have students narrate a single event (for several loosely linked events): 

 Have students sit in a circle and give them opportunities to orally tell about events that 

really happened in their lives or made-up events.  Be aware that it is often difficult for 

young students, especially kindergarten students, to differentiate between real events 

and those that are imagined.  Also be aware that one student’s true recount of the time 

he or she broke a leg will likely lead other students to relate similar, but imagined, 

narratives of their own, so you’ll have to rein it in. 

 

 Don’t move too quickly from oral storytelling to having students write or draw their 

stories.  Oral storytelling is an essential step for all K-2 students, but especially for 

those in kindergarten and first grade.  Be sure to give other students in the class 

opportunities to respond to each teller’s story. 

 

 Explain to students that they will be writing stories about things that happened to them 

or something they make up.  If it’s several weeks into the school year, you’re likely to 

find some examples of personal narratives in students’ writing folders.  Select a couple 

of students to share their narratives with the class.  Then review with students several 

fictional stories that you’ve already read aloud to illustrate that stories in books are 

make-believe, as opposed to their classmates’ stories, which really happened.  

Students need to understand the difference. 

 

 Tell students that they are going to get to choose between writing about something that 

actually happened to them and making up a story using their imagination.  Let each 

student tell what his or her story will be about before they start writing, and let 

kindergarten and first-grade students know that they might want to start by drawing a 

picture and then writing. 

 



28 
 

Plainfield Public School District 
 

 Use prompts or storyboards to help students move from one part of their event to the 

next:  One time _____________.  Next _____________.  Then __________.  Lastly 

__________.  To make a storyboard, divide a blank sheet of paper into quadrants.  At 

the top left-hand corner of each section, write one of the prompts in sequential order – 

First, Next, Then, and Lastly. 

 

To have students use temporal words to signal event order: 

 As you share big books or enlarged texts, call students’ attention to the temporal words 

– such as first, next, then, last, after, before, and during – that help move the story 

along.  Highlight these words with sticky notes, and then write them on a chart to 

remind students to include them in their written narratives. 

 

To have students provide a sense of closure: 

 Explain that readers like to know that the event they’re reading about is coming to an 

end.  Therefore, the writer needs to tell the reader how things turned out or how a 

problem was resolved.  When you read narrative nonfiction (e.g., biographies, 

memoirs) and fiction books aloud, invite students to comment on the ending sentence 

or two.  What do they notice about how the author ended the piece? 

 

 When you read fictional narratives, point out endings that tie things up in a neat little 

bow, like “and they lived happily ever after,” and endings that deliberately leave the 

door open a little, giving readers the feeling the story is done, but it’s not quite over.  

For example, William Steig’s Spinky Sulks ends with “too bad it couldn’t last forever.” 

 

 Have students mark the beginnings and endings of their pieces with highlighter or 

sticky notes.  If a student finds she has only a beginning and middle, this recognition 

should prompt her to add an ending. 

 

To have students narrate two or more appropriately sequenced events, or a well- 

elaborated event or short sequence of events, in the order in which they occurred: 

 Have each student select one real person from his or her life to write about.  Explain 

that it should be someone the student finds interesting, funny, or provocative – 

someone who’s “a real character.”  Give students time to consider who they might like 

to write about and share their reasoning with a partner.  Do a brief brainstorming of 

character-revealing ideas:  looks, clothing style, way of walking, favorite sayings, quirky 

habits, and so on.  Then take the following steps: 
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1. Have students draw their characters, thinking all along about what the characters 

are like and some of the characteristic ways they have behaved in different 

situations. 

 

2. Give each student an 8 ½-by-11-inch sheet of paper with two rectangular boxes on 

it, each taking up almost half of the page; the first box should be titled “One time” 

and the second “Another time” (see a sample in the online resources at 

www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion).  Have students draw in the two 

boxes the situations they will later describe in words.  (Note that up to this point, 

students have only been illustrating their characters and scenes from their soon-to-

be-written narratives.) 

 

3. Give each student two pieces of lined paper and have them write about both events 

they just drew.  The description of the first event should begin with “One time…” and 

the second with “Another time…,” and the writing should elaborate on the events in 

which the main character “showed his or her true colors.” 

 

4. After students have written their descriptions of these two events, have them write 

introductory and ending sentences or paragraphs. 

 

5. Have students read their narratives out loud.  As they read, call attention to the 

words the student authors use to illustrate their characters’ most salient 

characteristics. 

 

To help your English language learners, try this: 

 Working in small groups, give students time and opportunities to tell and draw their 

stories before they write them.  They can illustrate each part on a separate sheet of 

paper, write along the top or bottom what’s happening, and rearrange the sections if 

the original event order does not accurately reflect what happened. 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecompanion

